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EMS on the scene
Capabilities added to base fire emergency services

By Tech. Sgt. Mark Munseay
Kukini Managing Ediior

Im timees of emergency, when min-
wles mafter most, a service has been
ackded that will keep their base response
at its fines

Hickam Fire Emersency Services,
fommerly known as the base fire depart-
ment, has added Ermergency MMedical
RFesponse 1o ils growing list of base
TEsPONSE Services

Imclding ambulance service and pre-
hospital medical care, these new pro-
orams are the first time a base has com-
bined paramedics and transport in one
unified mission in the Air Force.

Acstudy had shoowvn that over the last
three years the average Advance Life
Support call, previously provided by
city and county of Honolulu, averaged
a l&-minube response fime o Hickam

Mow that the services are provided
in-hoase, the response fime has been
cul dramatically, according o William
Mcore, Hickam lire chiefl’

“We can zel a crew anywhere on
base inaboul five minukes from call o
an scene,” Chief bdoore said

The ambulance is stalfed by Hickam

firefighters licensed in the State of

Hawaii as Mobile Intensive Care
Technicians and with The Mational
Registry of EATs, according o base
CIMErgency services personnel

“We have more than a dowen Fire-
fighters who have completed the 120-

howr ER[T eourse at Trippler,” Chiel

Wloore said. “They perfonm shoulder-
to—shoulder with the paramedics in per-
fommance of their varying duties.”

And these mew capahilities aren’t

reserved for inside Hickam’™s gates, he
said.

“When our team members deploy, it
adds ancther training dimension 1o
their ahility to provide emergency serv-
loes.”

Base firelighters are on stand by
deploy in support of tsunami disaster
relicf.

Hickam Fire Emergency Services
his w lemgthy involvement in prehospi-
tal medical care dating back io 1975,
when it graduated its first EMT from
Cueens Medical Center

Every firelighter assigmed to the
Hickam Fire Emergemcy Services
Flight are trained and certified at some
level of pre-hospital care; First
Responder, EBT, or MICT. The MICT
training takes a minimom of 15 months
and is taught through the University of
Hlawaii system.

Three mew Nirefighter paramedics
have been hired with efforts underway
to hire four additional H1CTs and
incorporate them into dhe dotal Tire-
fighting Force

I'he “fire-based” ambulance service
aligns with the nationmal trend and is a
sgamdess te-in with the department’s
other emergency services. Since [988,
Hickam Fire Emergency Services has
served as the central dispatch center for
all medical emergencies, In July 2004 it
bizcame a Tully licensed Emersency-
011, Emergency Medical Dispatch cen-
ter, Operators are frained o mational
standards with two cerified operators
on-duty at all times

For more information, contact the
Hickam Fire Emergency Services al
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{From lefth Senior Airman &nthony Reynolds, Warren Ferguson and Roger Pinall, 15th Civil Enginear Squadron Fire
Department, make a patient assessmant, taking vital statistics and checking blood pressure of the patient during
ihe training.

Documentary shot on Hickam
garners national-level awards

By Tech. Sat. Mark Munsey
Kukini Managing Editor

The documentary has gamered two

maliomal-level awards

A video one vear in the making docu
menting the remembrances of Vietnam vel
ErEANE FEming © a prsoner of war com
mernoration on Hickam 30 vesrs in the mak
ing was celebrated at year's end &= best in itz
Clasa

Angel s Among Us, sponsored by the 1 5h
Yirlift Wing History Odfice, is an oral com
palatom of the expericences ac memoies of
several military veterans who were Vietnam
FOWSs in the late 0= and early s, They
shared their wles while here For the 30th
ammversary of | reraon |+:II'|II.'I.:I:II|'IiI'I.:T'_ Lhix
program thal was responsible for repatniating
ihose zame POYWW's starting in Febneary 1973

“We knew the ceremony was gang o be
a big thing, and we decided it would be a
shamwe mot to talk o the POWs and get their
stories,” said Gary Miller, 15th AW Hisgory
office

[t was selected From among 51 military
prosductions e win the documentary catego-
ry of the 2004 Defense Wisual Infonmation
Froduction Awards. [t also received the
Fatinum Best in Show at the 2004 Auroea
Awards, an independent MMm and video
competition

Steve [amond, 15th AW historian,
believes the value of the documentary is
more than just the recognition it has
recedved.

“It shawws there is enduring interest in the
Wiemam War and the stones the POWs have
i share,” Mr. Dhamond said “The impor-
tant thing is there ane lessons for our young
trovcps o leam about swhat they may be Fac-
ing in times of war”

The documentary is available for signoout
at the base library. For more infonmation on
hase history programs, contact the 15t AW
Historians olTice at 455814




